It is now universally recognised as a rule, that the dead should be examined by persons who devote special attention to that subject. In all our great metropolitan hospitals throughout the United Kingdom, a medical officer is appointed, whose duty it is to examine the bodies of those who die, and to preserve a record of the post-mortem appearances of the organs in every cavity, in connection with the history of the case. This special officer has nothing to do with the treatment of the cases during life.
During the late war against Russia, her Majesty's government recognised the utility of post-mortem inquiries, and appointed a commission of three civilians, whose sole duty was to examine the bodies of the dead, and to ascertain the nature of the diseases from which the soldiers suffered. They were expressly forbidden to have anything whatever to do with the treatment of the sick. The Director-General of the Army Medical Department, being convinced of the usefulness and necessity for such inquiries, has continued these investigations by appointing " Pathological Boards," composed of army medical officers, at all the stationary hospitals. Their duty is to examine the dead, and preserve a record of the appearances after death.
On the Continent, at all large hospitals special officers also conduct the post-mortem examinations, and the inspection of the dead as a department of state medicine is particularly attended to. Throughout Germany, Prussia, and Austria, it matters Were there any marks of ulceration or soreness there ? There were natural papillae ; but they were larger than usual at the base of the tongue."
The following statements in the opening speech of the AttorneyGeneral at that trial are also valuable:? " The stomach and intestines were taken from the body and opened over ajar. Mr. Devonshire, who is a young practitioner, does not appear to have conducted the affair in the most careful manner; he ruptured the stomach, and was obliged to tie it up at both ends with a string; it was turned inside out, and the stomach was thrown into the mass of matter which came from it, and was found in the jar. While this was being done, Dr. Harland will tell you, the prisoner, who was standing behind Mr. Newton and Mr. Bamford, very unnecessarily pushed against them, so much so as to call for remonstrance from Dr. Harland. The jar was then with its contents covered with parchment, tied down by Dr. Harland, and sealed. It was then put on one side, while the medical men turned their attention to the rest of the examination.
After a minute Dr. Harland happened to turn round, and saw the jar was gone; he immediately called out, 4 Where is the jar?' On this, everybody's attention being directed round the room, at a distance, at a door not properly leading from the room, stood the prisoner with it; he said, ' I have it; I thought it might be more convenient to put it there, that you might have it at hand when you went out.' That was a way out, but it was not the usual way; on which they immediately called out, ' Pray, bring it back.' It was brought back, and Dr. Harland and the other gentlemen immediately saw two slits had been cut through the double skin with a knife?it had been, mind, in nobody's hands but his. I am bound to say, gentlemen, whatever had been his intention, he had not carried it out so far as to be able to get anything from the jar. The slits cut by the knife were clean ; nothing had come out of it; still it is a circumstance which I am bound to call your attention to, that the jar was found in the prisoner's hands in a position in which in another minute it might have been out of the room, and two slits had been cut in the parchment which were not there at the time the jar was tied up. ' I hope the verdict to-morrow will be that he died of natural causes, and thus end it.' But the verdict was not so, and it did not end it; and it is for you to say whether, upon a review of the whole of this evidence, you can come to any other conclusion than that of the prisoner's guilt. Look at his restless anxiety; it may possibly, it is true, be compatible with innocence, but I think on the other hand it must be admitted that it bears strongly the aspect of guilt. If it stood alone, I would not ask you upon that to come to a conclusion adverse to the prisoner; but it is one of a series of things, small perhaps each individually in themselves, but taken as a whole, as I submit to you, leading irresistibly to the conclusion of the guilt of this man."
These facts evidently tend to show? (1.) That 
